Talipes Equinovarus (also known as club foot)
affects about 1in 100 live births. Many cases are
‘positional’, and require only physiotherapy. Cases
diagnosed antenatally are more often ‘fixed" and
more complex, but not all of these require surgical
treatment. A combination of splinting and
physiotherapy is often sufficient.

what is a virtuous doctor?

Virtue theory was derived mainly from Aristotle’s
work, but is increasingly being recognised in
medical practice as limitations of other duty based
or consequence based theories are being




recognised. Virtues are character traits that
dispose their possessor habitually to excellence
of intent and performance with respect to

a particular activity.

Healing and preservation of human life are
specific to medicine and therefore qualities which
increase the capacity to heal well are virtues
of medicine - prudence, benevolence, being
compassionate and caring. A virtuous doctor would
be one who possesses these character traits.

abortion law

In the UK, the Abortion Act 1967 (amended by the
Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 1990)
outlines the criteria under which abortion is legal.
The four statutory grounds are expressed as
grounds A-E on the HSA1 form/Certificate A.'

Two registered practitioners must be satisfied that
one of them is met in order to make a bona fide
decision, an opinion formed in good faith. The
criteria allow for abortion in cases of ‘serious
handicap’ at any stage of pregnancy.

At this point would you sign the referral form
or not? Are there sufficient legal grounds?

Vongai Madanire is intercalating in medical
ethics at King's College London
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narrative virtue ethics - a Christian model?

our moral reasoning although it may not be
prescriptive enough to guide any specific action.
If you refuse to refer her for the termination,
she is entitled to be informed that she can see
another doctor™ who may support her decision
or have no conscientious objection to abortion
in such a situation.

Virtue ethics may prove helpful in thinking
through answers. But without the measuring
stick of God's word to determine what is
virtuous, some could view Belinda's decision to
abort as virtuous, and most would see this as
inconsistent with the biblical value of life; that
in spite of its flaws, life is a gift from God and
is to be celebrated and protected.

Since the fruit of the Spirit consists of much
which we would consider virtuous, it can be easy
to assume virtue ethics to be very similar to
Christian ethics. Analysis of this case has shown
that this isn't always true. Looking at different
ethical systems can help us think through
problems, but can lead to some difficult

clusions without God's Word to quide us.
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