is God a genocidal monster?

In the first of a two-part series, a special correspondent examines a common apologetic question
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Similarly, when notorious killers such as
Fred West or lan Huntley were arrested, the
authorities tore down the house, crushed every
brick, and burned every timber. They wanted to
thwart souvenir hunters, and eradicate any
memory that might infect the community. ¢

crimes against divinity

Secondly, we easily forget that wrongdoing is
not solely harm done to people, but offence
against God. Not only is he an advocate for
victims of crime, he is himself an injured party.
The story of the prodigal son (Luke 15)
illustrates the scandal of sin. The son’s main
wrongdoing was not wild partying, but his
attitude to his father. He wanted him dead so
that he could take his inheritance early and live
as if his father never existed. Jesus taught that
we all act in this way towards our heavenly
Father, through rebellion or neglect. It's what
the Bible calls sin. We must not be naive about
the reality of sin, and the need for God's
judgment on it. Would a God who ignores it
really be a worthy or credible God?

the mystery of mercy

So if God is right to judge, why hasn't the final
judgment already happened? Part of the answer
is that God delays out of mercy. We are given a
glimpse of this when the Amorites were given a
suspended sentence of 400 years before they
reached the point of no return (Genesis 15:16).
This act of mercy was costly, delaying God's
chosen people from entering Canaan, who were
taken into slavery in the interim. The Bible is
littered with examples of God's patient mercy,
such as Noah's 120 years of preaching (Genesis
6:3; 2 Peter 2:5), Jonah's commission (Jonah
4:10-1), and God's willingness to spare Sodom
for just ten righteous people (Genesis 18:32).

Paul uses a beautiful obstetric image to
describe the patient mercy of a God who delays
judgment. Like an expectant parent, he is
excited about having a family, which will make
the pain, blood and tears worthwhile: ‘For the
creation waits in eager expectation for the
children of God to be revealed. For the creation
was subjected to frustration, not by its own
choice, but by the will of the one who subjected
it, in hope that the creation itself will be
liberated from its bondage to decay and
brought into the freedom and glory of the
children of God. (Romans 8:19-21)

So atheists are wrong to portray God as
naturally wrathful, like a tetchy schoolmaster
who enjoys caning pupils. The Bible describes
God's judgment as an ‘alien task’, a ‘strange
work'.” His anger is a right reaction to our sin.
But without our provocation, before the fall
and within the trinity, there is no wrath in the
godhead, only love. Wrath is not a primary
characteristic of God. So rather than being a
vindictive bully who enjoys violence, God is
a reluctant judge: ‘Rid yourselves of all the
offenses you have committed, and get a new
heart and a new spirit. Why will you die, people
of Israel? For | take no pleasure in the death
of anyone, declares the Sovereign Lord.

Repent and live!' (Ezekiel 18:31-32)

God desires that we turn back to him before
it is too late, because judgment is necessary
and inevitable: ‘The Lord is not slow in keeping
his promise...Instead he is patient with you, not
wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to
come to repentance. But the day of the Lord
will come like a thief. The heavens will
disappear with a roar; the elements will be
destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything
done in it will be laid bare.’ (2 Peter 3:9-10)

Or take another biblical figure, who said:



is God a genocidal monster? .




is God a genocidal monster?

. 'Whoever sheds the blood of man, by man

The Old Testament is littered with examples
of Israel welcoming outsiders, such as the
‘mixed multitude’ of the Exodus, Jonah's
mission to Israel's nemesis Assyria, Elijah’s
healing of Naaman the Syrian. Israel's laws were
to give foreigners equal rights,® as God has
concern for the excluded, such as Israel had
been. The bloodline of Jesus reveals God's
inclusivity, as it includes foreigners such as the
Canaanite Tamar, the Amorite prostitute Rahab,
the Moabite Ruth and Bathsheba the Hittite.™

Hence God had no less concern for the
Canaanites than other nations. A remnant even
of the Philistines and Jebusites would soon
become incorporated into God's people, ™ and
even arch enemies Assyria and Egypt were to
have their own exodus, released to worship
Yahweh just as much as Israel.® Jesus later
recognised the faith of a Canaanite woman,"”
and extended the kingdom of God to Gentiles.?
Finally, the rescue plan was completed when
Jesus did what Israel could not do, by taking
the judgment that we all deserved.

summary

A God worthy of that name must take
wrongdoing seriously. In fact, his anger and
punishment is a sign that he cares for his
creation. The judgments in Old Testament flesh
and blood history are sobering warnings of
what sin deserves. But God has deferred the
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Questions to ask sceptics:

m Once we establish that God should hold man to
account for obviously wicked acts, ask where he
should draw the line. Above or below me? Why?

m Why do you think murder/genocide is objectively
wrong if God does not exist, if we are merely
highly evolved tribal monkeys? Are you not
borrowing biblical values to critique the Bible?
Without a creator, isn't might right, and wrong
simply personal preference?

m What if there is a larger judgment is coming,
and God is delaying out of mercy, waiting for
you and me to turn back to him?
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final judgment, that we might have time to turn
back to him. In the meantime his rescue plan
started with Israel, and fulfilled in Jesus, calls
people of all nations to turn back to him,
without favouritism or bias.
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