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S ustainable Development
Goals (or SDGs) are the
new, globally agreed targets
for developing poor, middle

income and rich nations between 2015 and
2030. 1 There are seventeen goals in total
with the aim of significantly reducing
poverty, inequality, injustice and environ-
mental damage around the world. The
international community (including the
British Government) has signed up 
to seeing these goals achieved in the
coming decade and a half. 

As we have previously discussed in Triple
Helix, Christians have different views about
the SDGs. 2 However, if they are achieved,
the impact on the world will be immense.
Consequently, many churches and Christian
agencies are looking at how to engage fruit-
fully with the SDGs. 3

Last year the All Party Parliamentary
Group on Global Health (APPGH), after 
a consultation to which CMF contributed, 4

produced a report that showed how
investing in the training, recruitment and
professional development of nurses could
have a significant impact on community
health, economic development and the
empowerment of women – a so-called
‘Triple Impact’. 5 This addresses three of 
the seventeen SDGs and prompted a new
campaign (due to launch publicly in the
New Year) called Nursing Now! 6

With a global shortage of nurses 7

(including in this country – see p4), we
cannot ignore this. Investing in nursing is 
a big win-win for everyone. Furthermore,
nursing is so deeply embedded in the
Christian faith that it is hard to separate its
core values (unconditional care, advocacy 

for the sick, compassion, education, a whole
person understanding of health and care in
the context of community and teamwork)
from the life and mission of the Church. 8

Christians need to be campaigning for action
nationally and globally on this issue.
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G eoffrey Robinson MP wants
to bring in an opt-out system
for organ donation in
England. His Organ Donation

(Deemed Consent) Bill 1 is due its second
reading (debate stage) on 23 February 2018. 

In ‘deemed’ (presumed) consent, a person,
unless he or she specifically ‘opts out’, is
assumed to have given consent to the harvest
of their organs after death, even if their
wishes are not known. Although relatives
may be consulted (a so called ‘soft’ opt out),
to ascertain any wishes of the deceased
expressed before death, their views can still
be overruled by the state should they decide
against transplantation.

Robinson’s private member’s bill may be
overtaken by a new government bill seeking
to achieve the same thing. The government is
soon to launch a consultation which proposes
‘changing the current law on organ donation
consent whilst also allowing people to opt out
if they want to’. 2 Both Theresa May, the
prime minister and Jeremy Corbyn, the leader
of the opposition have signalled support.

However, evidence for the claim that an
opt-out system will increase transplants is still
lacking. 3 In Wales, where an opt-out system
was introduced in December 2015, there has
actually been a small dip in the number of

deceased donors, from 64 in 2015-16 to 61 
in 2016-17. This resulted in a drop in organ
transplants from 214 to 187 respectively.

As it currently stands, 6% of the Welsh
population has opted out of organ donation.
This is a group of people who in an opt-in
system were still potential donors, depending
on their families’ wishes – they may not have
ended up donating organs, but we just don’t
know.

The Nuffield Council advised in
October that robust evidence is needed
before any change to the law is considered. 4

Hugh Whittall, Director of the Council said:
‘The evidence points very strongly to the fact
that decisions about deceased organ donation
are most effective when they are based on the
known wishes of the donor, and involve
discussions between trained professionals
and relatives.’ 

These words of caution should give us 
pause for thought. As I have argued elsewhere,
5 whilst the donation of an organ with the
intention of preserving the life or health of
another person is a sacrificial act consistent
with biblical morality and walking in the
footsteps of Christ, the harvesting of an organ
without the permission of the individual before
death or his/her next of kin after death is
inconsistent with biblical teaching about

ownership and stewardship of the body.
Stewardship of the body, even after death,

lies with the person whose body it is, and
with their family. There are many biblical
examples of people giving instructions about
what was to happen to their bodies after
death and these were respected by governing
authorities. Pharaoh, for example, gave
permission to Joseph to bury his father Jacob
in Canaan in the tomb of his fathers in accor-
dance with Jacob’s wishes. 6 Joseph gave
similar instructions about what was to be
done with his own bones. 7 Donation must be
without coercion and the final decision must
lie with the family based on what the person
would have wanted, if this is known. Organs
are not the property of the state and must 
not be ‘taken’ without permission, however
needy any prospective recipient may be.

The issue has been covered in much more
depth on the CMF Blog. 8
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