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Personal Background

Christian Medical Fellowship 

- ~ 4,000 Christian doctors/ 
1,000 medical students

Care Not Killing 

- ~ 40 UK organisations

EPC Europe  

- ten countries 





















‘Personal Choice’ 

‘My life is dull, miserable, 
demeaning, undignified 
and intolerable… I should 
be able to decide how 
and when I end it’

(Tony Nicklinson)



‘Unbearable Pain’

‘The current law fails to 
address the fundamental 
question of why we should 
force terminally ill patients 
to go on in unbearable 
pain and with little quality 
of life’

(Archbishop George Carey)



‘Quality of Life’  

‘I think when you need 
machines to help you 
breathe, then you have to 
ask questions about the 
quality of life being 
experienced and about the 
way money is being spent.’

(Archbishop Desmond Tutu)



‘Wasting resources’ 

‘If you're demented, 
you're wasting people's 
lives – your family's lives 
– and you're wasting the 
resources of the National 
Health Service.’

(Baroness Mary Warnock)



The International Scene 

Resisted multiple attempts to change the law – UK, US 
& Australia 

Euthanasia and Assisted Suicide legal – Canada, 
Netherlands, Belgium and Luxembourg 

Assisted Suicide legal – Switzerland, Oregon, 
Washington, Vermont, California 

Battle just beginning – New Zealand, South Africa 



Definitions

Euthanasia is where someone intentionally kills a 
person whose life is felt not to be worth living

Euthanasia can be voluntary, non-voluntary or 
involuntary 

Assisted suicide is where someone (eg. a doctor) 
helps someone else to end their own life



The Law in the UK

Suicide Act (1961)                                

It is a crime to ‘encourage or assist’ another 
person’s suicide - up to 14 years

Murder Law (Common law)

It is a crime intentionally to take the life of 
another person even for compassionate 
motives – mandatory life sentence



Discretion in sentencing   

Stephen Marshall 
– Murder (36 years) 

Frances Inglis 
– Murder (9 years)

Kay Gilderdale 
– Assisted suicide 
(12 month conditional 
discharge) 



Euthanasia does not include...

Stopping or not starting a medically useless 
treatment

Pain relief when the intention is to kill the pain but 
not the patient (double effect)

Refusal of medical treatment by a competent 
patient



Three Euthanasia Bills 2014-2015 

Assisted Dying Bill (Lord 
Falconer - House of Lords)

– Ran out of time 

Assisted Suicide (Scotland) Bill 
(Patrick Harvie MSP – Scottish 
Parliament)

– Defeated in May 2015

Assisted Dying (No 2) Bill (Rob 
Marris MP) – House of 
Commons 

– Defeated 11 September 2015
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Patrick Harvie’s Scottish Bill

Assisted suicide for mentally competent 
adults > 16 with a ‘terminal’ or ‘life-
shortening’ illness or ‘condition’ who find 
life ‘unacceptable’

Defeated May 2015 



Lord Falconer and Rob Marris

Allows assisted suicide for mentally 
competent adults with < 6 months to live

Subject to consent of two doctors and a 
High Court judge 

Marris defeated 11 September 2015



Lord Falconer and Rob Marris

Allows assisted suicide for mentally 
competent adults with < 6 months to live

Subject to consent of two doctors and a 
High Court judge 

Marris defeated 11 September 2015



UK Challenges in 2018 

Guernsey Parliament requete

Conway Case – Court of Appeal 

Omid – High Court 

Y Case – Supreme Court 

Falkland Islands vote 



Upcoming UK challenges 

Noel Conway – Supreme Court 

Isle of Man Parliament 

Jersey Parliament 

Scottish Parliament 



1. Vulnerable people will feel pressure 

Any change in the law to allow assisted 
suicide or euthanasia would place pressure on 
vulnerable people to end their lives for fear of 
being a financial, emotional or care burden 
upon others. This would especially affect 
people who are disabled, elderly, sick or 
depressed.

Carers, relatives and health professionals 
would also feel pressure to participate 



2. Incremental extension is inevitable

Autonomy and compassion arguments can be 
applied widely 

Proposed safeguards don’t work and aren’t safe 

Logical ‘mission creep’ using equality law  

- Terminally ill to chronically ill

- Adults to children 

- Mentally competent to mentally incompetent



Proposed safeguards don’t work 

- ‘terminally ill’

- ‘mentally competent’

- ‘adult’ 

- storage of lethal drugs 

- witness statements 

- record keeping 



Numbers – Belgium 



Belgium  

50% of euthanasia nurses have killed without 
consent

One third of cases are involuntary

50% of cases are unreported 

Euthanasia patients have been used as organ 
donors 

Has passed a law allowing euthanasia for 
minors 

Distressing personal cases – Ann G, Nancy 
Verhelst, Verbessum twins



3. Good Palliative Care is better  

Mum wanted to die, 
but convincing her to 
live gave us both a 
gift beyond 
measure...

(Baroness Ilora Finlay; 
Daily Mail 19 March 
2010) 



Symptoms can be relieved 

Pain, nausea and other distressing symptoms can 
be treated 

Less than ten in 20,000 dying patients have 
ongoing requests for ‘assisted dying’

It’s about the person not the disease 

You can kill the pain without killing the patient 



The real reasons are not medical 

In Oregon the most common reasons for wanting 
assisted suicide are:

– decreasing enjoyment of life (90.1%)

– loss of autonomy (88.7%) 

– loss of dignity (74.6%)

We should not be providing lethal injections for 
what are in reality spiritual problems! 



4. The current law works well

Strong deterrent 

Discretion in sentencing 

Discretion in prosecuting 

‘Stern face and kind heart’ 
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23 Doctors at Nuremberg



Why a holocaust?

The Western Demographic Crisis 

The International Debt Crisis 

The Collapse of Western Society 

The rise of Atheism and Secular Humanism 



1. The demographic time-bomb



2. The international debt crisis 





3. The breakdown of Western society 

Breakdown Britain - The five pathways to 
poverty

– Family breakdown

– Economic dependency 

– Indebtedness 

– Addiction 

– Educational failure 



4. The advance of atheism 





Euthanasia in the Bible 

Abimelech - ‘death with dignity’ 

(Judges 9:54-57)

Saul – ‘put out of his agony’ 

(2 Samuel 1:1-16)



Human Dignity (Gen 1:26, 27; Ps 24:1) 

Michelangelo 

Sydenham 



Evil (Gen 3:1-24; Rom 3:9-20) 

The Fall of Man 

Human beings are 
capable of great 
evil… 

… so laws are 
needed to protect 
the innocent 



Morality (Gen 9:6; Ex 20:13; Dt 5:17) 

You shall not kill

Taking the life of 
innocent human 
being is forbidden –
even on request 

(Genesis 9:6; Exodus 
20:13; Saul and 
Abimelech)



The sanctity of life 

All human beings are made in the image of God  
(Gen 1:27)

Taking the life of innocent human being 
intentionally is forbidden – even on request (Gen 
9:6, 7; Ex 20:13)

The Bible only sanctions the killing of ‘guilty’ 
human beings in specific circumstances (capital 
punishment, holy war, self-defence) 

Ratsach and Phoneuo - (Ex 21:12-14; Lv 24:17-21; 
Nu 35:16-31; Dt 19:4-13)



The rule of law (Romans 13:1-7) 

Human beings are 
capable of great 
evil… 

… so laws are 
needed to protect 
the innocent 

And governments 
are needed to 
frame ethem



Faith (Heb 11:1,6; Rom 5:1-11) 

Without faith it is impossible to 
please God 

We need to see life through the 
eyes of faith 

We need to understand suffering 
with faith’s perspective 



Hope (2 Cor 4:16-5:12; 1 Thes 4:13-18) 

Shawshank Redemption 

Matt Hampson 



Love (Jn 13:34-35; Gal 6:2)  

Sacrificial care  

Tough love 

Transforming love 



Four pitfalls for Christians 

Situation Ethics - ‘All that matters is love’ 

Cheap grace - ‘We are not under law but grace ’

Diversity - ‘Ethics is a secondary issue over which 
Christians may disagree’ 

Personal pietism - ‘The world is not our problem 
and we should not impose our morality’ 



Situation Ethics 

Situation ethics says, ‘All that matters is love’ 
(Joseph Fletcher) 

It’s true that love sums up the law (Mt 22:37-40; 
Gal 5:6, 14)

But love goes beyond the law (Mt 5:20, 23:23; 1 
Cor 4:16, 11:1; Eph 5:1,2; 1 Jn 2:6)

And the law against killing is upheld in the NT (Mt 
5:21-22; Rom 13:9,10; Jas 2:8-11; Rev 21:8,22:15)



Cheap grace 

Cheap grace says, ‘We are not under law but 
grace ’

It’s true that we are saved by grace through faith 
and not by good works (Rom 5:1,2; Gal 2:16; Eph
2:8,9)

But genuine faith is evidenced by repentance 
(turning from sin) and a changed life (Gal 5:16-
26; Eph 2:10; Jas 2:14-26)



Diversity

Diversity says, ‘Ethics is a secondary issue over 
which Christians may disagree’ 

It’s true that there are secondary issues over 
which Christians may legitimately disagree (Rom 
14; 1 Cor 8:1-13, 10:23-33) 

But this is nowhere taught about the shedding of 
innocent blood (Mt 5:21-22; Rom 13:9,10; Jas 
2:8-11; Rev 21:8,22:15)



Personal Pietism

Personal pietism says, ‘The world is not our 
problem and we should not impose our morality’ 

It is true that we are not of this world but citizens 
of God’s Kingdom (Heb 11:16; 1 Pet 2:9,10)

But as aliens and exiles we are to seek the good 
of the city in which we are placed (1 Pet 2:11-17; 
Je 29:7) and have a duty to seek justice (Mi 6:8; 
Amos 5:14,15,24; Pr 31:8,9)



Difficult Questions 


